



















































































The Community Groups Registration Bill, 2021 655

MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Community Groups Registration Bill, 2021 is intended to provide a
regulatory framework for the mobilization, registration, co-ordination and
regulation of community groups; and for connected purposes. '

Part I of the Bill (clauses 1 and 2) provides for preliminary matters
including the short title of the Bill and the definitions of key terms used in
the Bill. :

Part 11 of the Bill (clauses 3 to 8) provides for the office of the Director
of Social Development, which is intended to be an office in the public
service. The clause provides for the appointment and functions of the
Director. It also provides for social development committees, their
appointment, membership, functions and powers, conduct of business, and
the remuneration of their members. '

Part IIT of the Bill (clauses 9 to 20) provides for the registration of
community groups, including the registration of special community
groups, and the amalgamation and merger of community groups. Part IV
provides for the requirements for registration and the circumstances under
which a community group may be dissolved or have its certificate of
registration suspended or cancelled.

Part IV of the Bill (clauses 21 to 30) provides for the regulation of
community groups including the general objects of community groups; the
appointment and role of office bearers; dispute resolution; registers of
members of community groups; and obligation to maintain the
confidentiality of members’ details.

Part V of the Bill (clauses 31 to 37) provides for financial matters relating
to community groups including the maintenance of financial records; the
responsibilities of treasurers’ over community groups’ accounts; the power
of the Director to request information and documents from community
groups; the audit of community groups’ financial records; and resource-
mobilisation activities by community groups.

Part VI of the Bill (clauses 38 to 41) provides for general matters. Clause
38 makes it an offence to obstruct the Director in the course of performing
his duties while clause 39 provides for a general penalty. Clause 40
provides for the making of regulations and clause 41 provides for
transitional matters relating to community groups that had been registered
by the national Government on the coming into force of the Bill.

The First Schedule provides for the conduct of business and affairs of
county and sub-county community development committees.






