REPUBLIC OF KENYA
THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT - (THIRD SESSION)
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
(No. 001 of 2024)

ON
BUSINESS THAT LAPSED AT THE END OF THE SECOND SESSION
AND RECONSTITUTION OF SESSIONAL COMMITTEES

Honourable Members,

. T wish to welcome you back to the House for the Third Session of the
Thirteenth Parliament. It is my hope that after a well-deserved break,
you are now rejuvenated and ready to embark on the business that
lies ahead of us this Session. I also hope you had time to enjoy the
Christmas and New Year festivities with your families, and that during
the period you also got an opportunity to interact with your

constituents on matters of development.

. Reflecting on the last Second Session, it is gratifying to note the
immense business transacted by the House. Notably, a total of sixty-
nine (69) Bills were introduced in the House out of which, seventeen
(17) were passed and assented to. Out of these, I would like to single
out the National Government Constituencies Development Fund
(Amendment) Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 13 of 2023) and the
National Lottery Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 69 of 2023) which were
passed on 6" December, 2023. I wish to inform you that His Excellency
the President assented to the two Bills on 11™ December, 2023 and

the Acts are now in operation.
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3. Honourable Members, apart from legislation, the House also
adopted one hundred and seventy-nine (179) Motions on various
subject matters including school feeding programmes, access to
healthcare in the country, road safety, cost of electricity, and
investment incentives in the country as well as social protection
measures. Further, five hundred and forty-three (543) Questions were
processed, covering diverse topics such as the cost of living, national
security, and sports management. Moreover, one hundred and
fourteen (114) Petitions were received, out of which Fifty-four (54)

were presented to the House.

4. With regard to Committees, one hundred and fifty-one (151) Reports
were tabled by various Committees. The Reports were on various
matters including reports on Bills, vetting of persons for appointments
to various state offices, statutory instruments, inquiries, and petitions.
The House also received and considered reports of the Auditor General
on the examination of accounts of the National Government and
various state corporations. These Reports and other papers form part
of the two thousand two hundred and sixty (2,260) Papers that were
laid on the Table of the House last session.

5. Having said that, Honourable Members, I wish to bring to the
attention of the House the fact that, in accordance with the Standing
Orders, certain business that was not dispensed with at the end of the
Second Session has now lapsed. This includes all Motions, all

Statements, Questions and some Bills.
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6. With regards to the lapsing of Bills, I wish to draw the attention of the
House to the provisions of Standing Order 141(2)(b), which provides

as follows, and I quote —

"141. (2) A Bill that has been published, read a First Time or in
respect of which the Second Reading has not been concluded—
(@) o ;
(b) at the end of two consecutive Sessions of the same
Parliament shall lapse at the end of the second Session and
may be republished in the same or different form in

accordance with Standing Order 114 (Introduction of Bills).

7.Consequent to the said provision, the Equalisation Fund Bill
(National Assembly Bill No. 47 of 2022), sponsored by the
Member for Tiaty, the Hon. William Kamket, MP, lapsed.

8. Regarding Questions, Honourable Members, I am aware that at the
end of the Second Session, two hundred and eighty-one (281)
Questions were transmitted to Cabinet Secretaries (CSs). Where, one
hundred and twenty-five (125) Questions were responded to, leaving
one hundred and fifty-six (156;) Questions awaiting response from

respective Cabinet Secretaries.

9. Inthisregard, where a Member is still desirous of obtaining a response
to the transmitted Question(s), I will permit the Leader of the Majority
Party to prioritize such Questions when scheduling the appearance of
Cabinet Secretaries before the House. Members are therefore advised
to visit the Question’s Office to formally indicate such desire by close

of business on Thursday, 22" February 2024.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

All other Questions that had not been transmitted to Cabinet
Secretaries, Constitutional Commissions, and Independent Offices
have lapsed however the concerned Members are at liberty to file them

afresh, if they so wish.

Honourable Members, having laid out the procedure on the
reintroduction of lapsed business, I now direct that any Committee or
individual Member wishing to re-introduce any such business do so in
accordance with the Standing Orders and our parliamentary practice.
Honourable Members who may not be clear on the procedure are

advised to visit the Table Office for assistance.

Honourable Members, as we commence this Session, it is my
sincere hope that the House will build on its impressive performance
in the Second Session to gain traction for an even better performance

in the Third Session.

Honourable Members, I also wish to draw the attention of the
House to the fact that, there are a number of Committees whose term
lapses with the session. These are, the House Business Committee,
the Committee of Powers and Privileges and the Committee on
Members’ Services and Facilities. Consequently, the three Committees
ought to be reconstituted.

Indeed, as you have noticed in today’s Order Paper, the House is
scheduled to consider a Motion under Order No. 8 on the reconstitution
of the House Business Committee. Once approved, the House will
adjourn to allow the Committee to meet and schedule Business for the

remainder of the week.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Further, I take this opportunity to urge the Committee on Selection to
expedite the nomination of Members to serve in the other two

remaining Committees for consideration by the House.

Honourable Members, you may also recall that on 215t November
2023, 1 directed the Clerk to designate a suitable place in the
restaurant within the Main Parliament Buildings for exclusive use by
Members of Parliament. This has not only been done but, in addition,
some renovation works have since been undertaken in the Members’
Restaurant and Lounge. The ifnprovement of the facilities, which
extended to the Main Chamber and other parts of the National
Assembly Buildings and its courtyards, are intended to provide proper
facilities in order to facilitate you to carry out your constitutional

mandate in a suitable environment.

Honourable Members, you will further recall that on the same 215t
November, 2023, I directed the Clerk to circulate to all Members the
Revised Members’ Rules for the Members Restaurant. T now instruct
the Clerk to publish the Rules and instruct, alongside the Clerk of the
Senate and the Director-General, to ensure they are enforced. I also
urge all Members to observe the said Rules, particularly Rule 3 (Sitting
Restrictions), Rule 4 (Admission of Visitors), Rule 5 (Dress Code), Rule
6 (Conduct of Members), and Rule 7 (Conduct of Visitors).

In conclusion, Honourable Members, as we embark on the
legislative agenda of the National Assembly for the Third Session, 1
urge you all to carry out the sacrosanct duty of being representatives

of the people with all dedication.
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19. 1 also wish you success, individually as Members and collectively as a

House, as you carry out this noble national duty for the welfare of our

people.

I thank you.

‘,_
THE RT. HON. (DR.) MOSESF:M. WETANG'ULA, EGH, MP

SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 13™" February 2024
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