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PREFACE

Honourable Speaker,

L

The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the world organization of Parliaments, is a global
forum for parliamentary dialogue, co-operation and action. The Union advances democracy
and assists Parliaments and parliamentarians throughout the world to fulfill their mandates.
The Assembly is made up of 180 Members and 15 Associate Members. The IPU facilitates
parliamentary debate, dialogue and cooperation and also promotes and defends democracy
and the rule of law while assisting Parliaments in coping with growing international agenda
relevant to their duties.

The IPU Assembly is the principle statutory body that expresses the views of the Inter
Parliamentary Union on political issues. It brings together parliamentarians to study
international problems and make recommendations for parliamentary and governmental
action. The Assembly meets twice a year and is held each time in a different country,
providing participants with an opportunity to see various national realities.

The 9™ Inter-Parliamentary Union Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians took place
from 15" to 17" September, 2023, in Hanoi, Vietnam. The theme of the conference was
‘The role of youth in accelerating the achievement of the SDGs through digital
transformation and innovation.’

Since 2014, the Global Conferences have addressed topical issues linked to youth
empowerment and have provided policy orientation in areas such as political participation,
peace and security, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), social and economic
inclusion, education and employment, well-being, recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic,
and climate action.

The 9™ Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians took place eight years after the
adoption of the Hanoi Declaration on The Sustainable Development Goals: Turning Words
into Action by IPU Member Parliaments in 2015. As this is the mid-way point to achieving
the SDGs by 2030, the Conference took stock of progress, and highlighted the rising
importance of technology and innovation to accelerate action towards these global goals.
More specifically, the Conference empowered young MPs to build knowledge and
experience to better position themselves to perform their roles on timely topics such as digital
transformation, innovation and start-ups, and cultural and human values for sustainable
development. Delegations were therefore encouraged to come prepared with examples of
good practices to share with their colleagues.

The conference encompassed three primary sessions “Digital Transformation,” “Innovation
and Startups,” and “Promoting Respect for Cultural Diversity in Support of Sustainable
Development."

Nearly 500 delegates, including 300 international delegates from 70 IPU member parliaments
and international organisations, gathered together making it the biggest one since the
conception of the Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians. The three primary thematic
discussions received lively participation from the international delegates, with the "Digital

REPORT OF THE KENYAN DELEGATION TO THE 9™ IPU GLOBAL CONFERENCE OF YOUNG PARLAIAMENTARIANS, SEPTEMBER, 2023 Page 3



s TR RO M.

Transformation" session featuring about 30 presentations, 30 presentations in the 'Innovation
and Startups”, and up to 40 in the “Promoting respect for cultural diversity in support of
sustainable development.”

Honourable Speaker,

8. During the 9" IPU Gobal Conference, 61 Parliamentary delegations were represented. The
Network of Young Parliamentarians of La Francophonie (APF) took part in the ¢conference as
an Associate Member. The conference also welcomed seven delegations in the observer
capacity: ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), Parliamentary Asseémbly of the
Union of Belarus and Russia (PARLASUR), Parliamentary Assembly- Union for the
Mediterranean  (PA-UfM), United Nations Development Programme, UNITE
Parliamentarians Network for Global Health,” United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, East African Youth Parliament, Economic Research Institute for
Asean and East Asia, Parliamentary Centre of Asia.

9. In continuation of practices established at recent conferences, the 9" Global Conference for
Young Parliamentarians was an in-person event with adaptations for hybrid partticipation. All
of the session rooms were equipped for external engagement and remote interpretation and
these technical capacities were well used throughout the conference.

Honourable Speaker,

10. The Kenyan delegation to the 9™ IPU Global Conference of Young Pérliamentarians
comprised the following-

1. Sen. John Muthia Methu, MP. - Leader of Delegation
ii,  Sen. Crystal Asige, MP - Delegate
iii.  Hon. Jane Njeri Maina, MP - Delegate
iv.  Ms. Anne Shibuko, Clerk Assistant | - Secretary to the Delegation

(National Assembly)
v.  Ms. Tiffany Kiarie, Clerk Assistant [II - Secretary to the Delegation (Senate)

11. During the conference, members of the Kenya delegation were actively nvolved in the
deliberations that greatly enriched the resolutions. In his contribution during the General
Assembly, the Leader of Delegation, Senator Methu, emphasized the generational
responsibility of young legislators, urging them to ensure that allocated resources align with
the declarations made during discussions.

Honourable Speaker,

12. On behalf of the delegation, I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in
ensuring that Kenya was well represented during the 9th IPU Global Confirence of Young
Parlimentarians.

Honourable Speaker,

| ———————————
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13. Article 7 of the IPU Statutes mandates Members of the IPU to submit the resolutions of the
IPU within their respective Parliament, in the most appropriate form; to communicate them
to the Government; to stimulate their implementation and to inform the IPU Secretariat, as
often and fully as possible, particularly in its annual reports, of the steps taken and the results
obtained.

14. In accordance with Article 7 of the Statutes of the IPU, it is my pleasure and humble duty to
submit this report, highlighting the discussions and the conference statement of the 9th Inter-
Parliamentary Union Global Confernece for young parliamentarians to Parliament for noting
and necessary action.

SEN. JOHN METHU, M.P.
LEADER OF THE DEz‘EGATlON
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