THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT — (FOURTH SESSION)
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR
(No. 052 of 2025)

GUIDE ON PROCESSING OF THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
(THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR ADAPTATION) ORDER, 2025

Honourable Members,

. You will recall that, on Wednesday, 4" June, 2025, the Leader of the Majority
Party laid on the Table of the House a Paper titled “the Privileges and Immunities
(Global Centre for Adaptation) Order, 2025,” which was published as Legal
Notice No. 82 of 2025. The Order was published by the Cabinet Secretary for
Foreign and Diaspora Affairs, pursuant to section 11 of the Privileges and

Immunities Act, Cap 179 and submitted to the House for approval.

. The Order provides a framework for a cooperation agreement between the
Government of Kenya and the Global Centre for Adaptation (GCA), an
international Centre established with the aim of accelerating adaptation action

and supporting climate adaptation solutions.

Honourable Members, following the tabling of the said Order, I referred it to
the Departmental Committee on Environment, Forestry and Mining for
consideration. The referral was based on the understanding that the Order
largely relates to matters climate change, which, in the first instance, fall within

the purview of the said Departmental Committee.

Honourable Members, notwithstanding my referral of the Order to the
Departmental Committee on Environment, Forestry and Mining and the steps
already taken by the Committee, I have since taken cognisance that the Order,
being a ministerial order, is a statutory instrument within the meaning of section
2 of the Statutory Instruments Act, Cap. 2A, and not an Agreement, within
the meaning of the Treaty-Making and Ratification Act, Cap. 4D.
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Honourable Members, the Statutory Instruments Act, Cap. 2A provides that

every statutory instrument issued, made or established shall upon tabling before

the respective House of Parliament stand referred to the Committee or any

other Committee that may be established by Parliament for the purpose of

reviewing and scrutinizing statutory instruments. This provision is also
echoed in Standing Order 210(2).

. To this end, section 2 of the Act defines a “Committee” as the Committee on

Delegated Legislation, which is established under Standing Order 210 of the
National Assembly. Instructively, the Statutory Instruments Act, Cap. 2A and
Standing Order 210(2) vest in the Committee on Delegated Legislation the
mandated by the to consider and scrutinize statutory instruments
submitted to Parliament to ensure conformity with the Constitution, the
Statutory Instruments Act, Cap 2A, the Act under which the instrument is made,

or other relevant written laws.

It follows, therefore, that the Order, being a statutory instrument, ought to have
been referred to the Committee on Delegated Legislation for consideration using
the parameters provided for in Standing order 210(3), and not the

Departmental Committee on Environment, Forestry and Mining.

Honourable Members, in view of the foregoing and noting the mandate of the
Committee on Delegated Legislation vis-g-vis that of Departmental Committees,
the Privileges and Immunities (Global Centre for Adaptation) Order, 2025, Legal
Notice No. 82 of 2025 is referred to the Committee on Delegated Legislation for

consideration.

Honourable Members, I am aware that the Departmental Committee on
Environment, Forestry and Mining scrutinised the Order against the provisions
of the Privileges and Immunities Act, Cap. 179, the Interpretation and General
Provisions Act, Cap. 2 and the Statutory Instruments Act, Cap. 2A, which
regulate the making, scrutiny and publication of statutory instruments. Indeed,
the Committee already tabled its report to the House, and is awaiting

consideration.
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10. That notwithstanding, Honourable Members, I hereby direct as follows—

(1)

(2)

(3)

THAT, pursuant to section 12(1) of the Statutory Instruments Act, Cap.
2A and Standing Order 210(2), the Privileges and Immunities (Global
Centre for Adaptation) Order, 2025, published as Legal Notice No. 82 of
2025, stands referred to the Committee on Delegated Legislation

for scrutiny;

THAT, to allow the Committee on Delegated Legislation to deal
independently, the Motion on consideration of the Report of the
Departmental Committee on Environment, Forestry and Mining on the

matter is hereby stood down; and,

THAT, the Committee on Delegated Legislation is expected to
expeditiously consider the Order and submit its report as soon as
practicable to enable the House to consider the matter within the
prescribed timelines of twenty-eight (28) days, whose counting now

commences today.
The House is accordingly guided.

I thank you.

r

THE HON. (DR.) Mlég =S F/M:- ETANG'ULA, EGH, M.P.
SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 2" December 2025
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